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; “By: Jack wien” ; 
“Washington Post Staff Writer” 
“The Metro transit agency,. 
operator of the.area’s bus sys- 
‘tem and builder.of the future 
subway, has, agreed to. subsi- 
dize: ‘automobile * parking. “for 
125 ‘employees, who work at‘its © 
headquarters and. have free 
passes" to.ride to work byt bus. 
> kson Graham, Metro gen- 
eral: manager, ; approved ‘the | 
subsidy—tup:to.$10 a. month - 
starting Sept. ‘tin an*unan- 
nounced “memorandum: -sent 
May:10'to the president of the 
; transit: ageney’s employee or- 
{ ganization, * A: copy: of the, y 
“lmeihd. was” “obtained by. The , 
Washington Post. re 
«Graham, ‘eonfir ed. and. “des 7 
fended, is: ‘decision: yesterday, 
“saying: ‘it was ‘sparked: by a 
4 ‘forthcoming sharp ‘increase in. 
| monthly. parking rates. in, the. 
TLeEnfant: Plaza in- 
ashington,. where 
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rear: Saag comes. at a‘ time 
-whenithe Agency’ itself is pro- . 
jmoting- ‘increased: public use of 
ithe: bus, linesrit equired, from 
th previous private owners 
“and. when pub- - 
is aimed, Ancreas- 
iscourneing auto ; 
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Metro Gives 
| Subsidy for 
| Car Parking 


PARKING, -From. CL - 


:|the L’Enfant Plazaxparking in- 
-lereases in a memo to Graham 
- on April 11. 

‘ Graham said. he: and” other 
top Metro officials. agonized 
Jover the situation: for nearly a, 
month before responding. : 0 

Graham said :he was aware | s: 
of the seeminganomaly of a 
public transit agency subsidiz- 
ing ‘the use .of cars.. But, ihe 
said, the: question was one of | 
maintaining employee morale, 
since it takes a .typical com- 
muter about’ twice as long to 
get to'.work: by -bus.as_by. car. 
, | Existing. public transportation, 
he said, “won't serve most of 
our. people.” ” : 

“Moreover, the said, many em- 
ployees use.:their® cars regu- 
larly on: Metro’ -business. He 
noted -that about 30 of them 
needed cars last night to at- 
tend a public hearing in Alex: 
andria.and to get home after- 
ward. _— 

“although Amproved service 
r| ixito:: Southwest Washington. 
a has resulted ‘{yy'a “gradual: in- 
e|crease’ of. bus: commuting. by 
Ss ‘Metro ? -employees,::. Graham |. 
it said ‘there. was no significant 
2}rise when all- employees were 
e|granted: free bus: passes: after 
e| the agency took over the bus 
2 | lines. , » 
Graham - said he” has: ‘the 
\| power. to make the decision: on 
-la‘parking subsidy without con- 
‘sulting: the Metro :board of. di-| ro 
‘rectors. The directors get free] ki: 
parking when: ‘they’ attend|M! 
weekly.;.--board, meetings , atjhe 
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